THE CONQUEST
France that William met his death, in the disputed territory of
the Vexin, on the middle Seine, between Paris and Rouen—
that is, in the marches between the direct dominions of the
King in Paris and the Duke of Normandy. He had, on the
Assumption, August 15, 1087, looted and burned the town of
Mantes. He had become very fat and unwieldy; his horse
stumbled, throwing him against the pommel of the saddle with
such violence that he did not recover from the blow. He was
taken to a monastery on the outskirts of Rouen, where he
lingered through the rest of the month and the first week of
September, but on September 9, 1087, he died, at the age of
about sixty, and was buried at Caen, in the Abbaye aux
Hommes which he had himself built.
The disposition of his possessions was his own. He left
Normandy and the Continental possessions to his eldest son,
Robert; to his second son, William Rufus ('the Red'), he
intended to leave England, though he did not do so in so many
words, bidding Lanfranc decide; while to the third son, Henry,
he gave a considerable capital in money, but no land.
WILLIAM II (SURNAMED RUFUS)
Character of Rufus. In early times, and with kings really
governing, the character of a ruler made a great difference.
It is a proof of how strongly William the Conqueror had
founded his power that his son Rufus, a man not yet thirty,
violent and most unpopular, should have done so little to
ruin his father's work. He was vicious and depraved, almost
a byword, but he was courageous and full of energy like all
that family; also, like his father before him and his brother
after him, he had considerable power of intrigue and the
patience to wait for the fruits of intrigue. He was not directly
nominated to the throne by William, but given a letter to
show to Lanfranc, and he was waiting with this letter at
Toucques, just outside where Deauville now stands on the
coast of Normandy, when the news of his father's death reached
him. Lanfranc summoned the great feudal council of nobles
and bishops, recommended young William to them, and he
was crowned on September 26, 1087.
Next year, at the opening of the season, at Easter, the in-
evitable feudal rebellion broke out, led by Odo, the young
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